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fundamental principles of method which he has discussed in earlier books and 
exemplified in sample lessons which he has published from time to time. A 
project, as he puts it, belongs in some sense "to the language of business." It is 
an appeal to the child's practical experiences in life. Professor McMurry in 
elaborating this statement departs somewhat from the practice of other writers 
who use the word "project" to refer chiefly to handwork, for the appeal to business 
in Professor McMurry's mind includes a description of the great cities of the 
world. It includes a discussion of irrigation projects and other units of instruction 
such as have become familiar to readers of his books under other titles. In fact, 
as he goes on with his chapters one realizes that "type lessons" might have been 
used as a synonym in most of his paragraphs for the word "project." The book 
gives illustration after illustration of the sort which Professor McMurry has 
elsewhere described as type lessons or large units of instruction. There is a 
chapter in this book on instruction based on large units. 

The book is an effort to break across the lines of the conventional school 
subjects. We are not to engage in the teaching of geography and history and 
reading as separate enterprises, but there is to be a unit of instruction which deals 
with some series of facts conceived in a large way but utilized for the purpose of 
giving the student mastery of the art of reading and at the same time a large 
body of instructive knowledge in the fields of geography and history. These 
units of instruction must not, however, be left to be taken up in sheer isolation. 
There must be a sequence and co-ordination between them. 

One reads in these chapters much of the earlier Herbartian doctrine of 
correlation and concentration. In fact, as intimated in the first statement of this 
review. Professor McMurry's use of the word "project" is a rechristening of the 
doctrine familiar to those who have read his earlier works. There can be no 
doubt at all that to many teachers it is important that an educational doctrine 
should from time to time get a new name, and the emphasis laid in recent years 
on the term "project" is useful in taking teachers away from the routine of class 
instruction by the textbook method. The book now in hand illustrates perhaps 
more strikingly than any other recent publication the fact that the fundamental 
pedagogical doctrines that turn up from time to time under various names are 
the familiar doctrines which have been discussed before under other names. 



A first reader. — Pennies and Plans,^ a reader of a new type, has much to 
commend it to teachers interested in better teaching material for the first grade. 
It presents about fifty original selections for reading — all of them attractive and 
interesting to the little child in terras of its own interests and activities in the 
after-war period. It is realistic material of today's doings in good literary form 
rather than material selected solely from the traditional point of view of "lit- 
erature." 

The sections deal with interesting things for children to do, such as games 
and the keeping of pets, and all of them stress the newer activities into which 



'Annie E. Moore, Pennies and Plans: A First Reader. Thrift Series. New York: Macmaian 
Co , 1919. 
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children have been introduced as a result of the war. As the Jack Spratt rhyme 
leads naturally to its lesson of food conservation, so there are throughout the 
book suggestions that will carry the boys and girls over into useful activities of 
one kind and another; yet all are connected with the land of play and games in 
which the child lives, and from which it is the purpose of education to lead him 
on into the land of adult citizenship. 

Some of the topics included are the Junior Red Cross, Thrift Stamps, knitting, 
gardening, marketing, home cooking, helping mother, and welcoming home the 
soldiers and sailors. The matters which it considers are, on the whole, matters 
of permanent importance as there are carried over into our national life the 
abiding lessons of the war. As we move a little further from the war a revision 
of certain selections can be made to secure the necessary adjustment to a later 
point of view. 

The book will be of great service in schools that are introducing thrift lessons 
and school savings as a permanent feature of school procedure, in accordance 
with the program of the National Savings Movement of the United States 
Treasury Department and the recommendation of the National Education 
Association. 

Benjamin R. Andrews 
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